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6 the status of Canadians as British subjects must   CHAP.
* be renounced/                                                       ^~

Such an attitude on the part of the British This
Government would in those days have harmonized
with the political theories of the time, in accord-
ance with which independence was regarded as the Great
necessary goal of colonial self-government. To the and
people of Britain, indeed, such a policy would have Canada*
been distasteful; for, despite the theories of
economists, they continued to cherish the idea of
a Commonwealth large enough to include com-
munities on opposite sides of the world in fellow-
ship with themselves. By itself this sentiment in
England would not have availed unless it had been
reciprocated in Canada. The determining factor
against such a policy was the value set by the
majority of Canadians on their status as British
citizens and their determination to preserve it.
Canadian ministers had threatened, unless their
demands were conceded, to throw back upon
Britain the whole responsibility for Canadian
government, and British ministers might have
countered it by threatening to notify the world
at large that the British Commonwealth renounced
all future responsibility whatever for Canada. That
no such suggestion was publicly made was due to
the united force of an opinion upon both sides of the
Atlantic which many politicians must have regarded
as one based upon a popular sentiment destined in
time to yield to the pressure of facts and political
necessities.

Doubtless there were many who believed that
the Imperial Government could not control the
issues of peace and war for Dominions which